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To whigh are 3 


Some c Verſes, Petitions, &c. 
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— Lowlineſs is young Ambition's Ladder, 
Whereto the Climber upwards turns his Face; 
But when he once attains the upmoſt Round, 

He then unto the Ladder turns his Back, 
Looks in the Clouds, ſcorning the baſe 2 

By which he did aſcend.“ SHAKESPEAR, | 


Let them not ſay in their Hearts, Ab, * we ll * 
Lit them not ſay, we have 


LONDON: 


Printed for R. GriFFITHsS, in Pater-nfter Row ;z 


And to be had alſo of Mr. CisBzs, ig Great Newpert- 
. ſtreet, near St. Martin s Lane, M. cc. v. 
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p H1S Phraſe has been made 
frequent Uſe of, without any 
determinate Meaning; and is 
often conſidered in a vague, 
or partial Senſe ;—aſk an Author, or an 
Actor, ſeparately, what is meant thereby? 
..  . nn 
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At 


approve, 2 cry — their — Perfor- 


mances: Aſk the Theatrical Managers, 
they will give that as the Sentiments of 


the Town, which, perhaps, is only what | 


they wiſh to have faid ; ſuch Chat as is 
ecchoed, and re-ecchoed, by their Parti- 
cular ria Intimates, or Theatrical Mer- 
cenaties: But to drop them. think, 
the Town may be ſuppoſed to include al 
Degrees of Perſons, from the higheſt 
Nobleman, to the lowly Artizan, &c. who, 
in their different Stations, are Encouragers 
of Dramatic Performances :——Thus all 


Pelſons who pay fot their Places, whe- 


| the Boxes, Pit, and Galleries, in a Thea- 
trical -Senſe, form che Town ; 2s Ns, 
 L--nps and Commons, in a -Confſtitutional 
| ones. make that Great © Books the, Narlex, 
To 


| cher Noble, Gentle, or Simple, who. fill 


lowing Epiſtle, 
| pear, it ſhall not 


before the Town : 

hand Solicitations ;—I form no Parties; 

I ſpeak openly;——Wou'd 
B 2 


never did. 


0 
WI MIO 285 


Te de ros. 


. Cart 


> 85 vs 
elr 


Þ 4 


CME 


: -_ Ea 


bats oi F conſider "arm 81 . 
lected as one great B 
to o expreſs m Eſteem 


7 1 
15 


12 44 


miles ave amply re- 
warded my paſt Labours ; —[ have felt their 


Influence for many Years,,thropgh;iftrange 
Viciflitudes of Fortune: As the Servant of 
the Public, I make hold ta publith the fol- 
Se. , whereby it will ap- 
be my Fa ault, if the Re- 


mainder of my Life is not employ'd in 
Endeayours to add to their Diverſion. | 


I grudge no Man his Feaſt, I only wiſh 
to be ſure of my own plain Dinner 


Juſtice to myſelf therefore, not Ill-will to 
any one, occaſions me to throw my Caſe 


I make no under- 
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I had been always as openly dealt with 

by thoſe whoſe undermining Arts, ind 

Self- Atefeſted Policies, Dave drove tie "to 

my prefent Dilemma. — mall only add, 
I remain, with a. "moſt grateful. Senſe of 


paſt Favours, and an humble Hope of fu 
ture Protection, | 7 1 75 


The Town's ' T4. 99 


e „re 
Sincerely : oblig'd, cu 1 


nt obedient,  , 
ts | 8 * 418 312 


”= 1 4 130) 
and maſt devote. 


bumble Servant, 


8 wy F Jah laſt, 1 fund 5 


— 
* 


* 0 22 'T. Diſchatge from the Covent- 
Garden Manager, left for me 
at an unufual Time of the Year, and 1 in 
an uncommon Manner, under the Hand 
of one White, a Servant of the Manager's $2 
I pitied the Man that ſent it 
him and his 8 cribe equally unworthy of 
farther Notice. * 


1 immediately apple to the proper 
Power for Leaye to try my F ortune at the 
little 


o thou ght 


N © N 
- A r ä 
a Mi = N 3 ed Mam add. oo dtd dA Ree Boa. "= / 
Y | s ) - 1 


little Theatre in the Hay-mariet.———His 


62 moſt kindly figned me a. Licence 


during Pleaſure, which I took the ſpeedicſt 
Means I could to make Uſe of. had 
but a little Time to raiſe a Company, and 


haſtily to inſtruct ſome new Pupils whom 
I was obliged to employ. A little more 
than a Fortnight after my Licence was 
granted, with a few unſkilled Eregulars, I 

opened the Theatre, and performed there 
ten Nights in about three Weeks ; I ſpared 
no Pains, 'but Night and Day attended the 
Buſineſs, of I had not been able cg bave 
proceeded fo far: :— — My Labouts were 
encouraged, and I gratefully remember the 
Honour ſeveral Noble Perſonages did me, 
by frequently gracin g the Theatre, with 
their Appearance, on that Occaſion :>— 
IJ was in Hopes to have ſtrengthned my 
Company by ſome additional Fe orces, as 
ſeveral new Performers (ſome not unpro- 
miſing) wiſhed to take their Trials under 
my Tuition 3 and was not without . 


(»®) 


of being favoured with ſome Pieces from 
ſome Gentlemen Who had before given 
Specimens of their Taſte and Humour.— 
But alas! when D. L. Theatre opened. 
I was ordered to ſtop a while Some- | 
what farther paſſed. an this Head, w 
I cannot ſo readily communicate; B 


my Epiſtle, addreſſed to Mr. FT ex- 
Plains it. 


1 


I ceaſed not to petition, and ſolicit Leave 
to continue. While the D. of G. con- 
tinued at New-Market, 1 employed a Morn- 
ing, in the following Attempt at a Tran: 
lation, or Imitation, of the firſt Ode of 
Horace; T was ſent to the Dom and 
not unkindly received; I then pnb- 
liſhed it in fome of the Papers — Here 


it follows, with the : prefaxel! Letter printed 
with it. 
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SIR, 


_— gh I flatter myſelf 1 I have ſome 
1 Taſte for the Poetry of others,. 


yet I preſume not to boaſt any great Ta- 
lents that Way myſelf tis not the Va- 
nity of an Author, but a more grateful 
Motive, occaſions me to publiſh the fol- 
lowing ODE : "Twill be no Mortifica- 
tion to me, ſhould the Criticks pronounce 
me no Poet. While the Candour of the 
Town allows me to be an Actor, —and 
the Continuance of their Favours, with the 
Protection of the Great, permits me to get 
my Bread by my Profeſſion. uch In- 
dulgence gratifies the utmoſt Ambition of, 


Their moſt oblig'd, moſt devoted; and, 
SIR, Your moſt obegient Servant, 
T. C. 


Al 
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ie mow a183NgqyUu 2nmat © tk 
An ar of tie Firſt 98. 95 1 
Pugh n d Bi 
Hundhy Inferibd fu of 
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His 1 5255 the * of 9 
By bis moſt obliged, moſt an, re n ROD 


Ir | 6 
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« "Tis a Cruſt, a laſting dis fe 9r your 15.0 
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* the- Criticks, Sc. 8 2 
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Vide Bayes, | in theRenzan6ake 


0.D E. 


ATTEND my Patron, Toy? and Bing 
G——»x, to ancient Kings ally*d. 
While o'er” Newmarket” $ fpacious Pang” 9 
Swift-footed Steells for Vict'ry train, Set 
Their Riders, proud © have won the bl. 585 
In Fancy, litt themſelyes to > Gods: 8 5 1 
lf giddy Crowds, a noiſy Crew. * Man al 7 
Their wanton Caprice thou purſue, * 
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And raiſe ſome Upſtart, from Duſt, 
To honour'd Offices of Truſt; 41 W 
Another find his Coffers Kaagnis il N 


With Riches, by Advent'rers brought; 
A third, mean while, his own En, 


Careful, delight to cultvate: 
All Jngia's Wealth could not prevail. 
On ſuch, o'er ſwelling Seas to fail: > © 
When ſtormy Winds, with ſhud&'ring Blaſt, 


Shiver the Sheets," and ſhake the Maſt; - — 
The Merchant, at bis r rural Seats 

Bleſſes his little calm Retreat ; "SSM 

But, when the Tempeſt's Rage is o'er; © 
He quits the Safety of the Shore, 

Refits his Veſſel, dares the Sea, 

Dreading diſgraceful Poverty: 

The l Toper, with Delight. 


Waſtes, o'er: Full Bowls, his Day, his * d 
In Indolenge, out-ſtretch'd,. oft lay'd, . i 
| 


By dimpled, Stream, in cooling Shade; | . 
The Souls of many wake to War, 3 
At Trumpet's Clangor, heard from Far 
Th' Ear- piercing Fife, and ace 
While ſighing Mothers wep 5 a Home: 


e 1 8 {Io 71. <P 2G: 4 CC 1 
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= 


61) 


The Sportſman keen, e' er Break of Morn, 
Attends the Hunter 3 chearful Horn.; >. - 


His Heart · felt 4 oys his N erves 1 new-bra e ü 4 
Envigour'd by the healthful Chace, . being 
Thus each Man's bias d by his Mind. | - 14 
——While G, graciouſly inelin 5 8 
permits me try to pleaſe the Town ... nod 


(Whoſe paſt Indulgence I I muſt own), 


With ſmall Attempts, and Troop as [OY ES 
In Play-houſe ſmaller than * 'em all; 1 oy 

| 1 
Let thoſe, wh vain Ambition fo” Sk 


Boaſt gilded Domes, or lofty Spires ; 3 


ce Dai) o 


Contented with my humble Lot, ve 03 viaO 
PLL Buzss my PATRON,: in my Cot. 45181 


—— 


With grateful Heart, ſhall raptur d- „ - I 


10 


Exclaim “ Pr 2 Bleſs'd to that 1 Degree! 
„ SUBLIMI FERIAM SIDERE Vzaracp,” 5 


— 


After ſome Delays, and many Attendances, I 
deliver*d a Petition, the Copy of which I have un- 
luckily miſſlaid, or loſt, - but it was to the ſame 
Purpoſe as one intended to be ſent, printed heret 


with: — On the D—-'s un to Town, after 
a long Stay in the Countays &þ h bold e 


9 addreſs nen Y L SAG. 4 Nai DB 4 03 
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LESSS'D, Princely Sir, be your Return, 
Whoſe Abſence left us all forlorn: 21 
Benighted Men, who've loft their Way, ae 
Thus grateful bleſs Returning Day. 
Once more 'Fbeg-—May't pleaſe your A 8 
Conſider my Unbappy, Cue; 
I've told ready my Condition, 
Humbly preſented r my Petition; 3 
Then — not to preſs upon your Time, 
Or peſter you with frequent Rhime,— 
Your Grace's Goodneſs thus I ſue to, 
Only to Say (the Words are few too) 
« I Give You Lzavz.”%— Thoſe Words renew, 


Your Grace diſpels my dreary View : 

So, when the World was wrapt in Night, 
„Bx 1T Licur,”— ſaid Heaven, and ALL 
was Lienr. 


— 1 remiin'd unanſwered „—ſtill was An 
opes, as not having been poſitively deny 

m——A Noble Lt, was apply*'d to, who 
moſt generouſly and compaſiionately, undertook 
to plead my Cauſe ; She ſpoke to it. She kindly 


condeſcended to deliver t to his G-— the fol- 


lowing Lines, 
MAT 


th 
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Their Merit this — They” re ſhort and few. 
Anxious, my noble Lord, 1 wait, 

To learn, from youy u deſtim u Scite W ;& 
Whether I'm doom'd to Faſt or Nas 1 


Tho? Prieſts, and Doctors, as Ng re = 


May faſting, ſometimes, wholeſame hald 
Yet ſure, na Curſe can Man befell. 
Like dowaright Eating nat at all?! 
Then GM, not more Great than God, 
By Worth enobled, as by Blood, 

Will never from chat 'Goodnes e 

Nor ſentence any Man to ſtarve. ens 


SP be be 2 
After ſome other Applications, = — - This 


mare 


thy Lady propoſed to deliver for x me the fol: 


lowing Petition, 


AY it pleaſe Your Graze eee 129 
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His G— 


c The PI 10% 'of "OT 
| „ n 
4 THEOPAILUS CE ER, Comedian, oT 
* - Humbly Stieweth, Od 


T* AT your Petitioner is now in the- 92d 
Lear of his Age, 36 of which he Hat 


Jpent in the Service of the Public, whoſe! con- 
Ntant A doc. has cg his GP 


That your Felton, thro? : the 0 27 e. 
counted for) Policies of the T. beatres 1 is excluded 
Both, while ſeveral, his 5 (by ſome though 


His $Inferiors) are "petting Fortunes therein: 
lo] 21 


Your Petitioner, at this late Time of Day 
dreading the melancholy Proſpects of Starving, 
in, or, at beſt, out of Jail (from whence he was 
but lately freed, by the Clemency of the Legiſ- 
Jature, on his ſurrendering his little All to his 
Creditors) has no Reſource, but to pray— 


= 


Tour G— 's wonted Clemency, and Good- 


nels, would pleaſe to compaſſionate the unpre- 
cedented 


4 (15) 

cedented Hardſhip of bis Caſe, and Allow him 
to continue his Endeayours, for the'Remainder 
of the Seaſon, twice or thrice a Week, to get 
his Bread, by his Profeſſion, at the little Thea- 


tre in the Hay-Market ; — which Boon your 
Petitioner is the more embolden'd to aſk, as 
ſeveral of the Nobility and Gentry, his Patrons, 
wiſh to ſee him there: — And, as this Act of 
your Gs Generoſity can be of no Preju- 
dice to others, but à Relief to many 3 

and is the _ Means to prevent your Petitio- 
ner's . | 


c * 


The Lady moſt bunny, appeared continiedt 
for my Condition; all about her were ſatisfied, 
ſhe was in Earneſt in my Behalf :—Burt, at laſt— 
ſhe was informed, further Application would be 
to no Purpoſe. — Aſſured of this, I ventured 
to throw the following Papers before the Public, 
—and thought I had a juſtifiable Right to a 
dreſs Mr, -Gereiah, in the anne W 3 
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l m certainly indebted to you 
ſor the Negative Anſwer. I. have 
received (after repeated. Solicita- 
tions) to the Petition, Qt. hereto 
preſixed s it not ineumbent on 

me, to return you my Public Thanks, for your 
extraordinary private Favour ?——But, is it not 
poſſible, ſome People may think it a little hard, 
that an Engliſhman, the Son of an Engii/bman, 
(whoſe Birth entitled him to a better Fortune 
than n Playboyſe Promiſed) and _ in us 
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Theatrical © 


Son, after having e ears, with Ap- 
robation, in the ide 
be obſtructed in his honeſt Views, of getting 
his Bread ſtill in their Service? —— and really, 
by whom obſtructed? may one not reply, by 
the Son of a Frenchman, who not content with 
having amaſſed a princely Fortune, is ſtill jea- 
lous a Shilling ſhould be added to à poor Man's 
Purſe, leſt his Coffers ſhould not ſufficiently 
tun over? „ „0 T und 80% 55 


Alas! miſtaken Sir, you need not fear bein 
gay in your Palace, tho* I were to ſmile in m 
Cottage. Can you really think it reaſonable, 
to have my Head taken from my ſhort Shoul- 
ders, that you, my little great Man, may ape 
pear the taller ? ——- Methinks, you might be 
ſatisfied with the Height you have fen to 
(without obſtrufting others) as it is well known 


you are, in a very few Years, in Point of For- 
tune, become the talleſt Man of your Geheras 


tion, by magy Thouſands, + 92192 


It is a melancholy Reflection for Poor E 
Comedians, in a free Kingdom, to_gonfides 
they are the only Slaves of that Country : bu 
too true it i: And to whom are they Slayes: 
His Majeſty ? No: His beneficent Heart wiſhes 


for none. To whom then 2 Wh „to the 


Patentes of the Theatres (the Actor's Superiors 
only as Patentees, which they became by, great 
good Luck ;) for it is certain, ſuch is "they 

D 


been Judged: one of the greateſt:Ornamencs of 
the Engliſh Stage) is it not hard; that His 


the Public, ſhould 


Poder 
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: Power —that if Want of 


and puſh indifferent Ones forward by their Par- 


manity denies them not a comfortable Livel- 


1 
dens, become Invalids, after ſpending thei 
Proviſion ſuch a ſcanty Stipend, Dur that i 
Fort. But you, Sir, may probably ktw 


(18) 
Judgment, (if Pique, 
ot Caprice _—_—_ they can render the Abilnies 
of the beſt Performer very uſeleſ Qualifications; 
they can damn good Performers by their. Arts, 


ality ; till fack Favourites, growing : familiat 
to the Town (and none better being ſuffered: to 
oppoſe them) they paſs for Actors of eſtabliſhed 
Merit, and the Epithets Celebrated, Eminent, - 
and Excellent, are as wantonly tacked to thhit 

Names as in the Marriage Articles of News, 
when © Mafter Au Nicknack, the Son of 1 
c celebrated Dutch Toyman at Wapping, is mur. 
« ried to Miſs Riddy Friſe, the Niece of an emis 
* nent French. Barber near Execution Dock. 


_ In how, much a. happier Situation are the 
French Players, . tho' in a Country of * 
Frieſteraft, deny them Chriſtian Burial, yet His 


Derr = = mo = own 


haod Nor is it in the arbitrary Power 
the Directors of the Theatres, wantonly to dil: 
charge the meaneſt of them, without Caule 

Feen z nay, Proviſion is made for all Kinds 
Performers, who, by Age, or other Acc 


Time in a Fheatrical Capacity: :——Nor is that 


enables them to live with Decency and Co 


more of this, as your Father, a Native'of Fu 
Wag capable of acquainting you more r 
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(hich, believe 
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Think, Sir, what might... 
Situation, with all your Merit 
me, Sir, IL am not either ignorant of, or w 


1 
F 43 b 


Indiſcretions ? Fatal, unhappy. Man, to him- 
ſelf, his Family, and Friends, —-But for theſe, 
which occaſioned, at laſt, his mortgaged Patent 
to be fold for a Trifle;—-and; many other happy, 
Incidents, that all, at once, occurred in your 
Favour, you might have been in my Situation, 
Sir; — of at beſt, receiving a Stipend Thou- 
ſands ſhort of your preſent. Income: Since you 
may remember, a Cartel (of a cruel Nature) was 
propoſed, and near ſigning, by the then Managers 
of the Theatres, — when he who became the 
Patentee of D. L. Theatre, and to whom alone 
the new Grant was firſt made (and which 5 


1 4 


had been denied to you) prudently pro 
your being a Partner therein; on which Founs 


dation (I do not inſinuate unmerited) you. have 


raiſed a noble Fortune :—Sir, 1 have employed 
thrice the Number of Years,. you have, in t 
derviee of the approving, Public, ——and am I, 
Sir, at laſt, to be ſtopped in my honeſt Purſuit 
thro' you, Sir? For, Sir, got to minge the 
Matter, it is thro' you, I know: (and you know) 
I am delayed, Sir, your Policy overſhoots itt 
ſelf, as I fhalh endeavour. ſoon to make, appear, 
by proving my little Attemps at the Haymarket, 
might be of future Uſe to yqu. But firſt give 
me Leave to hint think. this Sort of Treat- 
ment I have met with, the leſs ſupportable, as it 
8 what T neyer choſe to inflict on others, when 


D 2 


blind to) but for the late Mr. Flezewoad's fatal 


in Power, Let me dare to ſpeak Truth, 3 
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(. 46 ) 
the Imputation of Vanity : I remember not any 
Itunity I ever flipped, to encourage any 
Author; or any Hardſhip, or Injury, directiy, 
or indirectly, I was ever guilty of, towards any 
Performer :——On the contrary, I was ever for- 
ward to advance them, to the utmoſt that could 
be allowed, whenever their Merit ſeemed to en- 
creaſe : —— Nor did any Partiality to myſelf, 
make me uſe any ſiniſter Means to obſtruct the 
Riſing of another. | ae enn 


When you became a Manager, I was in an 
Article with your Partner; it was left to your 
Option to have me as an Actor, at a Salary 
inferior to what I had formerly received, from 
Mr. Fletewood —— who found me of Conſe- 
quence enough to give me equal to any Actor 
then in being (Mr. Dain excepted, whoſe Merits 
had earlier procured him a larger Salary than 
any Performer had received before). I then per- 
ſuaded Mr. Fl:tewood (who conſulted me on that 
Occafion) by all Means to add you to the Com- 
Pany, as he then hinted he eould have you 
And, tho” he had articled with me, to give no 
other Performer a ſuperior Salary to mine, with- 
out mine being advanced equal thereto, I con- 
ſented he ſhould agree with you, on any Terms 
he thought fit for his Purpoſe, and deelared I 
would take no Advantage of ſuch Agreement: 
—You may remember, Sir, our Meeting with 
vou in order to ſettle ſuch Agreement. There 
were preſent the late Mr. Fletewood and Mr. De- 
lane, Mr. Croſs, ſtill living, and myſelf. You 
may remember too, I declared (regarding * 
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as à young Performer of riſing Merit) that any 
Part I had played was at your Service, only de- 
firing Mr. Fletewood to allow me reaſonable, 
Time to ſtudy ſome others (which I ſhould not 
be againſt acting in the ſame Plays) that I 
might not, thro? ſuch Condeſcenſion, be thought 
idle, or become uſcleſs. 25 


But, to return to my leaving it to your Option 
whether I ſhould continue in your Compan) 
You may remember my waiting on you, at 
your Lodgings, in Covent · Garden, to that Pur- 
poſe; — nor can you, I ſuppoſe, forget the 
Letter your Partner received from me, on that 
Head. Lou muſt have ſeen it it related 
to you both. You beſt know, Sir, why 
you then declined my ſerving you; — I too, 
Sir, know your Reaſons now; — ] gueſſed 
them then; — and may, at a farther — 
nity, take more Notice of them.— n the 
Interim, let me remind you, Sir, I have not 
made Uſe of that inconteſtible Power the Law 
has given me, to deprive you of a potent 
Aſſiſtant, in your Theatrical Buſineſs j ——— 
Time has taught me to ſtifle private Reſent- 
ment, however juſtifiable, 'where the Quiet, or 
Entertainment, of the Public is concerned 
I think it not conſiſtent with my Duty to them, 
to ſtop their Pleaſure in any one Place, eſpe- 
cially when I would wiſh to divert them my- 

ſelf in another, 5 


7 


Perhaps your ſuperior Policy may arraign 
mine. But, when I was a Manager, WW 


# 


3 
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(26)! ; 
have been Sir (uncomplained of) of His Ma- 
jelty's Company of Comedians, and might 

have continued ſo, had not a miſtaken Pur- 

chaſer bought my Farm over my Head, when 

I had no Suſpicion of ſuch Proceeding — 
as a certain ſet of Renters were lately ſerved — 
| a Caſe not quite unſimilar, ——rrcſ When I was 
in the Management of the Theatre - Royal, I 
neither .. endeavoured to force any Entertain- 
ment on my Spectators, nor took any Methods 
to prevent their Diverſion in any other Place. 

though frequently urged thereto by my Brother 

Managers, who often conſulted ſome partial 

Council, in order to ſuppreſs other Theatres z— 

which Meetings afterwards occaſioned that out- 
rageous Proſecution againſt Mr. Harper, the 
Comedian (who by the Way happened to be 
a Houſekeeper in Middleſex, and a Freebolder 
in Surry) and in a moſt unprecedented, and at- 
bitrary Manner, did the ſtrained Power of 8 | 
petulant Middleſex e treat him. Such 
was it deemed by a then L. Ch. J. (Bow an 
Ornament to the ſtill higher Station he Hills) who 
releaſed Mr. Harper, on his ſingle Recognizance 
to appear, if his Proſecutors thought it prudent 
to proceed further at Law : — This vas after 
hearing many Council, learned in the Law, on 
both Sides, — and Mr. Harper left the Hall, 
with the unanimous Joy of ſeveral Hundyeds 
who crowded it on that Occaſio. 


*T were ungrateful not to remember an honour- 
able Speech of the Great Man, who then ſat on 
the Bench. The Cauſe was appointed mY 


N 


| heard early in the Morning, when ſome of tha 
vppoſue Council were ſor deferring the Pleads 


QUENCE 3 that Great Good Man declared == He 
thought it a Matter of great Conſequence, as 
the Liberty of a Subje&t was concerned; 


that he could not enter on it too ſoon, — nor ä 


ſhould he grudge any Time beſtowed on it. 


This known Fact was ſome Years- before the 
Law ſinet made, whereby acting is made les - 


gal. (though! deemed by no Statute criminal of 
bad in itſeif) unleſs authoriſed by Patent, Ges 
from the Crown, or Licence ſiom the Lord 
Ch———ng —and, that the Leyiſlaturs did not 
mean always: &-confine' it to Fwo Theatres, in 
this ſo great Metropolis, is evident from the 
unlimited Power (as tb Number) which that 
very Law' veſts in the Con, and: Noble Pexſo- 
nage before mentioned. Many Fears before 
| 4125 L was in the Profeſſion of an Actor 
E encouraged by the Camtour of the Towns 

happy in then” Smiles: Fi not my Buſineſs 


to abler Heads, to hom ſuch Province more 
properly belongs. 
on the many Theatriral Chicaneries which have 
been practiſad againſt me, when I was fnoſt un- 


1 1 declare, I do not mean, ory WT 8 4 
on my Theatrical: Brethrem nonz will think it needs further 
Apology, bud thoſe who feel the Smart of its Truth; Such 
are welcome to winch, and · be miſty — and to rs I lay; — 
* In mine Adverſity they rejoice, — gatberru tbengilvty to- 
* gether: Na the Auntors giithtrod bmi nie 
Tos and. I knew it not; they did teas. me, cea/ed not," 

5. v. 15. 
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ings, and treated it as A Matter of little Conſe- 


4 5 
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here to remark om that Lawz J leave — Tafk 
— Nor ſhall I dwell hae 


happy * — rn n on 
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too tmuch,—But, as I before hinted (which let h 
here explain) that the little Theatre in the Hay- 
Market might become a Nurſery for young Pers. 
\ formers, from whence might be culled, at proper 


Seaſon, new Actors, for the Advantage of the 
Patentees, and the better Diverſion of the Town, 
is undeniable, — Thus the Trial of ſuch Per- 
formers at that Place, might ſave the Patentees 
both Expence, Time, and Trouble: The Mur- 
murs of ſeveral Authors might alſo be ſtopped 
hereby — fince many Pieces might be here xe» 
ceived,” when the Managers of the Theatres 
Royal might but be able to bring many forward, 
few of the Multiplicity with which they are often 
overloaded ;— and the Patentees might well ſup- 
poſe, they would ever have the Preference bi 
as to Performers, and Performances, ſince that 
Theatre, from its Smallneſs, and Situation, could 
never hope to vie with them, to their Preju- 
dice: — Their Apprehenſions may be great, 
but their Danger could be but ſmall. Yet, 
whatever their Fears, is it reaſonable, a Mono- 
poly ſhould be made of any one Profeſſion, for 
the Emolument of two or three alone, — while 
all the reſt muſt lie at their Mercy? Would 
not any Foreigner be aſtoniſhefl to hear that any 
Set of People, Proficients in any Art (in a free 
Country) are to work, or ſtarve, at. the Will, 
and Pleaſure of one, or two — nay, perhaps, 
as may be determined by ſome one who is to- 
tally incapable, either by Inſtruction, or Per- 
formance, of furthering, or improving, by Pre- 
cept, or Example, that Art which he gets an 
| Eſtate by? What a cruel Condition would the 

ves + © Profeſſon 
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| rannically made A Monopciy of, 10 ſupport the 


Once more, Sir, let me repeat What would 
you think, — hat would you feel, —thus hard 
beſet as 1am? Would you think it reaſon - 
able that no Portion of that Bread, the Town 
is able, and willing, to beftow, ſhould: fall to 
your Lot? — That you ſhould, to gratiſy the 
Ambition, or Avarice, of any tick ſucceſsful. 
Man, when Neceſfity urges in the latter Part of 
your Life, though bleſs*d by Heaven wich 
Health and Abilities) be prevented from ex» 
erting your Faculties in your own Behalf f— 
Would you be filent on ſuck an Occaſion ? 
Would yon not fet-the World know. your 
Condition? Would you not acquaint fuch as 
may not have already confider'd «, that this 
Metropolis is amazingly encreas'd, that Proper- 
ty is greatly diffus'd ; that many Families are ad- 
vanc'd;—that all Degrees of People go to Flays, 
as the moſt rational Amuſement chat there 
are near thirty times the Number of Spectators 
there were 30 Tears ago that fix Theatres 
have flouriſhed in one Seaſon, when there were 
much fewer Numbers ro ſupport them and 
that the Town now have but two to go to? 


For my own Part, I have but ſimple Eug liſb 
Honeſty to proceed upon ;— whether that will 
be of as much Service to me as French Jeſuitical 
Policy, Time muſt determine, My remaining 
Hope is in a K—g, whoſe Benevolence of Heart, 
nere he but a private Man, would make him 

g E. - 4, one 


making them ſmile, 


„ 


one of the firſt of Characters ; and whoſe Vers 


tues as a Prince, it will better become me filent- 
ly to admire, (while a happy Nation proclaims 
his Praiſe ) than preſumingly to expatiate on, 


If all other means fail (remembef, Sir, 


you urge me to it) I have till the Right of an 
Engliſh Subject, to addreſs that great Power, 
who is juſtly ſtil'd the Father of his People, 
who is univerſally regarded as the Fountain of 
Goodneſs, as well as Honour :S—1I will not 
therefore deſpair, of ſtill having Leave to gain 


Bread for myſelf, and a little Britiſp Company, 


in that Theatre, wherein the French Comedians 
have been more than once licens'd. | 


It may poſſibly be remember'd I have ſome- 
times, from the whole Royal Family excited a 
Laughter of Approbation, —- Why then may ! 
not hope their condeſcending Goodneſs will con- 
ſider and relieve the anxious Heart of a loyal 
Subject, who has often had the Honour of 
I am, Sir, with all due 
Deference to your Merit, your real Admirer; 
and ſhould have been glad, long ſince, in a 


Theatrical Capacity, on proper Terms, to have 


ſubſcrib'd myſelf, 
SIN. 
Your moſt obedient, &6. 


TRE. CIBRER: 


E 
1 K J. P . 
SIA 


H E Reaſon of my writing to you at #bis 
Funfure, is owing to my having receiv*d 
my Refuſal but Yeſterday Afternoon. 5 


I ſhall take no Notice of any anonymous An- 
ſwers hereto; —but if you think it worth your 
notice, you may be aſſured I ſhall not fail to re- 
ply: And I hope Truth will be our mutual 
Guide: In the mean Time let me recommend to 
you the following Text;— — 


Do Fuſtice, Love Mercy, and Walk humbly, &c. 


Great Newport - Street, 


Thurſd. Nov. 20, 1755. K 
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P. 16, 1. 4, from the Bottom dele the Con ma after poſible. 
Ibid. I. ult. dele the Hook after promiſed. 2 
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